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Training 


By Margaret S. Fellows 
Hebrews 12:6; Psalm 46:10 


LONGED to do a work of love for 

I Thee 

Out in the world among Thy wandering 
sheep, 

But Thou didst purpose very differently: 

Thou Jaidest me aside that I might learn 

The lesson needed so, that I must wait, 

Be very still, and know that Thou art 
God: 


In loving mercy Thou didst teach me 
thus: 

Thou gavest me the days of helplessness, 

Of weakness, when I could not read or 
pray, : 

Of pain that pierced this body through 
and through, 

All these, that I might listen, hear Thee 


say: 
“Be still, ny child, and know that I AM 
GOD.” 


Throughout this time of inactivity, 
Away from those I love and long to 
serve, 
Thy handiwork Thou guardest tenderly, 
This fragile vessel, testing, shaping it 
To suit Thy holy will — 
I rest in thee, 
Patiently waiting, knowing Thou art 
God! 
v 


“Man's Extremity .. .” 


Since the world began, man has re- 
peatedly come to his wit’s end. This is 
true of the whole history of man, and 
it is true in every individual life. But 


the experience is never so alarming to 
those who know and trust God as to 
those who do not know Him. For God 
in His mercy has repeatedly offered the 
human race His way out, and “hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son” (Heb. 1:2). Long ago someone 
said, “Man’s extremity is God’s oppor- 
tunity.” Those who like the study of 
words and enjoy solid Christian litera- 
ture of all ages would be interested in 
the inquiry, Who said it first?. Well, it 
is found, without quotation marks, in 
the following comment of Matthew 
Henry on John 11:7, on the raising of 
Lazarus: “In the depths of affliction, 
let this therefore keep us out of the 
depths of despair, that man’s extremity 
is God’s opportunity; Jehovah-jireh.” 
Mr. Henry does not refer this pithy say- 
ing to others whom he loves to quote, 
such as “the beloved Bishop Patrick” 
or “Mr. Ainsworth,” and the arresting 
contrast, which has lingered in the mem- 
ories of so many thousands of Christians, 
is quite characteristic of his own writ- 
ing. He had a gift for extracting the 
deepest truths of God’s Word and sum- 


x 


ming them up’‘in alliterative sayings or 
epigrams. Matthew Henry lived from 
1662 to 1714, therefore this saying is at 
least more than two hundred years old, 
It is interesting to note that, in the same 
commentary on John 11, expounding the 
Lord Jesus’ words, “Are there not twelve 
hours in the day?” he said: “Our day 
shall be lengthened out till our work 
be done, and our testimony finished.” 
He died at the age of fifty-two, but his 
work was prodigious. He was the father 
of a large family, pastor of a church, 
and wrote forty-five books and pam- 
phlets in addition to the main portion 
of his six-volume commentary, though 
some of it was compiled from his own 
notes after his death. He believed in 
“redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil” (Eph. 5:16), and he knew from 
the Bible and experience that God was 
ready to meet him in every extremity. 
All his powers and all his time were put 
to good use, for he had learned the 
secret of Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.” 


I. The Lord's Controversy 


This is the first of a series of six editorials on “Diagnosing Spiritual Is, 
and the Remedy,” by the Rev. J. B. Rowell, Th.D., Victoria, B. C. The 
second will appear in next week’s issue, are 


E fearful conditions in the world 

and the awful coldness of God’s 
people present an alarming contra- 
diction. The world seems to. be fast 
approaching what threatens to be a cata- 
clysmic crisis, and yet an amazing in- 
difference holds multitudes as in a spell. 


With two world wars just behind us,, 


and another looming just ahead, we 
might well expect the Church of Jesus 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 
Pet. 1:3). 




















Christ to be on fire to carry out our 
Lord’s Great Commision with zeal and 
expedition, lest our Lord return and find 
us with our task unfinished. The fact 
is, our conduct as Christians and our 
failure to carry out our Lord’s aggres-. 
sive program of evangelism for this age - 
proclaim our disregard for His will and 
our lack of vital concern for the sal- 
vation of the lost, or the growth in graee 
of believers. 


God is not unmindful of our spiritual 
condition. If we are not in the will of 
God for His best, we are not where God 
can use us. If God were to conduct a 
controversy with His people at this pres- 
ent time, would He not demand of us a 
reason for our coldness, our apathy, our 
lack of zeal, in His cause? How can we 
possibly justify our wicked shortcom- 
ings, our unbelief, and unwillingness 
to take God at His Word? We preach 
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Christ, and remain almost entirely un- 
moved if there be no results, as far as 
we can see, 


The Lord’s controversy with His 
Chosen People is given by the Prophet 
Micah, in words that .reveal an aston- 
ishing condition existing between God 
and His people: “For the Lord hath a 
controversy with his people, and he will 
plead with Israel. O my people, what 
have I done unto thee? and wherein 
have I wearied thee? testify against me. 
For I brought thee up out of the land 
of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the 
house of servants; and I sent before thee 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my peo- 
ple, remember now .. .” (Mic. 6:2-5). 


The Rev William Monod, the great 
French preacher, wrote: “It is man who 
is the plaintiff in this astonishing pro- 
cess; and it is God who appears as the 
Defendant to argue in His own behalf. 
. . » God has perceived in the conduct 
of His people something equivalent to 
a formal accusation — something proving 
that, while they honored Him with their 
lips and their sacrifices, they had no 
sincerity, and they regarded His service 
as grievous and fatiguing.” A similar 
lip-service obtains today, while the life 
is a denial of that which the lips affirm. 
The Psalmist exposed the insincerity of 
mere profession, when he said: “And 
they remembered that God was their 
rock, and the high God their redeemer. 
Nevertheless they did flatter him with 
their mouth, and they lied unto him 
with their tongues. For their heart 
was not right with him, neither were 
they stedfast in his covenant” (Psa, 78: 
35-37). And so it seems as though God 
would enter into debate with His peo- 
ple, to give reasons why they are as 
they are. “Come now, and let us rea- 
son together” (Isa, 1:18). 


THe Lorp’s CONTROVERSY AS A PLEADING 


The Hebrew word translated contro- 
versy 13 times, is translated chide, 6 
times; contend, 12 times; strive, 13 times; 
and plead, 27 times. It is used with the 
same meaning 'as when a lawyer pleads, 
argues, or reasons in support of a case; 
or to supplicate earnestly. 

Job was very conscious of his need, 
and he tells of his desire to plead his 
cause before God. “Oh that I knew 
where I might find him! .. . I would 
order my cause before him, and fill my 
mouth with arguments” (23:1-4). The 
great question that moved the heart of 
Job was, “Will he plead against me with 
his great power? No; but he would put 
strength in me” (v, 6). The purpose in 
God’s pleading is to discover to man his 
weakness, his shortcomings, in order to 
bring him back to Himself, the God of 
all-sufficiency. Thus Job felt God would 
give heed to his weakness, and impart 
strength; and his confidence finds ex- 
pression in the words, “But he knoweth 
the way I take: when he hath tried me, 
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I shall come forth as gold” (v.10). This 
is always the tender, gracious purpose 
of our God, even in His chiding, and 
that is, that we should come forth as 
gold. Thus God’s pleadings are for us, 
not against us— “Thy dross to consume, 
thy gold to refine.” 


THE Lorp’s CONTROVERSY 
WITH BACKSLIDERS 


The reason for much of the spiritual 
failure at any time of the Church’s his- 
tory has been a backslidden condition. 
Under such circumstances, we find God 
saying to His Chosen People, “Where- 
fore I will yet plead with you, saith the 
Lord” (Jer. 2:9). In this prophecy we 
have the grave narration of God’s con- 
troversy, contention, and pleading with 
His people. God reminds them of their 
former faithfulness: “Thus saith the 
Lord; I remember thee, the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espousals., 
. «. » Israel was holiness unto the Lord, 
and the firstfruits of his increase” (vs, 
2, 3). Then comes God’s challenging 
question, demanding a reason for such 
awful backsliding: “Thus saith the Lord, 
What iniquity have your fathers found 
in me, that they are gone far from me, 
and have walked after vanity, and are 
become vain?” 


How conscious we are of the deadly 
parallel between the sad departures from 
the ways of God on the part of the 
professing church today and the degen- 
eracy of backslidden Judah. At times 
our hearts cry out: 

O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame, 


A light to shine upen the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 


Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul-refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His word? 
—Cowper. 
One of the lamentable signs of spir- 
itual decay is the forgetfulness of God’s 
deliverances, God’s lovingkindnesses, and 
His gracious revivings in the past. God 
exposed this fatal characteristic of Judah, 
when He said, “Neither said they, Where 
is the Lord that brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, that led us through 
the wilderness ... and... brought 
you into a plentiful country, to eat the 
fruit thereof and the goodness thereof” 
(Jer, 2:6, 7). There is today very little 
, living in the light of what God has done; 
very little rejoicing in the light that 
streams from Calvary; very little praise 
for the Saviour’s loving invitation, 
“Come”; very little thanksgiving for His 
forgiveness; and very little manifesta- 
tion of the victory pledged us in the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit. Much of this 
is attributable to failure on our part 
to read the Word of God, which is the 
only way to keep alive in our minds 
and memories the remembrances of all 
the Lord has wrought on our behalf, 
Consquently, we pray little, experience 
little, and expect little. 


July 24, 1948 


Wat Wovtp BE THE LOoRD’s 
Controversy WITH Us? 


In our own day, the half-heartedness 
and well-nigh fruitless service of pro- 
fessing Christians speaks of a like con- 
dition to that of the Prophet Micah’s 
day. Do not our powerlessness and luke- 
warmness ‘tell of a lack of faith in the 
God of our fathers, the God that work- 
eth marvelously? Is not our unwilling- 
ness to attempt great things for God a 
proof of our calling in question the God 
who performeth great things? Is not 
much of our service marked by a sad 
lack of faith in the Holy Spirit of the 
apostolic age, yea, and of our age? 
Actions speak louder than words, and 
oftentimes the actions of Christians sug- 
gest that they are dissatisfied with God 
and His sure Word, and are not content 


(Continued on page 657) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Plague of Psychiana 


I have just received this paper which 
denies the creation, flood, and the pre- 
cious atonement of our Saviour on 
Calvary. ‘ 


It plainly states that THe Sunpay 
| eg TIMEs endorses it. I cannot be- 
ieve it. 


Friends who have taken your mag- 
azine are stirred up and will discon- 
tinue taking the magazine unless some 
statement to refute it is given in your 
paper. 

It is positively the work of Satan in 
the last days—A Connecticut reader. 
The paper sent by the Connecticut 

reader is part of the lurid propaganda 
sent out by Frank B. Robinson to pro- 
mote his “Psychiana” cult. That it de- 
liberately misrepresents the TIMEs posi- 
tion is shown by the reader’s statement, 
“It plainly states that THe SuNnpDay 
ScHoot TymeEs endorses it.” Though the 
word “endorse” is not used, the propa- 
ganda is so cleverly worded that it mis- 
leads readers into supposing that the 
Trmes supports this false cult. This 
particular piece of publicity said, “Inter- 
nationally known magazines , , , began 
to give international publicity to his 
movement,” and the name of THe Sun- 
pay Scuoot Times was included with 
several others. What kind of “publicity” 
has the Tres given it? It has clearly 
exposed its dangers and fallacies at least 
four times in these columns (Dec. 25, 1937; 
Jan. 14, 1939; July 10, 1943; July 1, 1944); 
and Dr. Keith L. Brooks of the Ameri- 
can Prophetic League has reprinted Dr. 
Trumbull’s answers to several letters on 
the subject (American Prophetic League, 
Inc., Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta., Los An- 
geles 41, Calif., 15¢c a dozen). 


-The Trmes now has three articles 
against Psychiana, by Ernest B. Jones of 
the Religion Analysis Service, Inc., Min- 
neapolis, which it expects to publish this 
fall. 


ee eee. 
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|. “His Eternal Power and Godhead” 


By CHARLES M. A. STINE, Ph.D., LL.D., Sc.D. 


As seen in the starry heavens 





“For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead.” 


E twentieth verse of the first 
chapter of Romans carries tremen- 
dous and sublime implications, Let 
us examine them and meditate upon 
them together. It seems to me that 
the Word of God refers to “invisible 
things” as those which the human eye 
is not designed to apprehend because 
they must be discerned by the spirit of 
man rather than by the eye of the body. 
But the verse states unequivocally that 
these “invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are 
made.” Evidently. we may find assist- 
ance in understanding “his eternal power 
and Godhead” by the thoughtful con- 
sideration of the physical creation. 
Perhaps we shall be assisted in our 
study of this profound statement of God’s 
Word by the realization that there are 
many things that the human eye itself 
and unaided cannot see. We know that 
things very far away, or too small, or 


- too large, or too bright, or too dark 


cannot be seen and examined by the 
organ of physical sight. We might add 
still another type of invisibility, namely, 
the hiding of an object from our eyes 
because some ‘other object intervenes 
between the eye and the object. All of 
these types of physical invisibility teach 
their spiritual truths. . 


Evidences of the Mind and Hand of God 


His “eternal power and Godhead,” the 
attributes of God, His power, wisdom, 
majesty, as illustrated by the physical 
creation, naturally interest me greatly, 
because I have spent a lifetime in sci- 
entific work. As a result of their study 
of God’s creation, many men of science 
have bowed in reverential awe before 
the unfathomable wisdom and _ the 
matchless splendor of God’s handiwork. 
Marvelous evidences of the hand and 
mind of God are disclosed to the trained 
scientific mind by the natural world. 

Let us consider first some of the things 
that are very far away. In the realm 
of the almost infinitely great and far 
away, the starry heavens furnish many 
examples. Many of the lovely, spar- 
kling, jewel-like points of light are well 
known to be great suns. Since the time 
when man first gazed in wonder and 
admiration at the countless, shining 
stars, they have stimulated his desire 
to know more about their nature. The 
Word of God tells us that the Maker 
of the stars calls them all by their names, 


Not all reputable scientists are 
skeptics in respect to the Bible. Dr. 
Charles Stine is a scientist of note, 
who at the same time is a humble 
believer in the Bible as the Word of 
God and in redemption through the 
cross of Christ. Many Times readers 
will remember his inspiring series of 
articles on “A Chemist and His 
Bible” (later reprinted in booklet 
form by The Sunday School Times 
Company, 30c). This is the first of 
two articles on the wisdom and 
power of God as it is witnessed to by 
the magnificence and immensity of - 
the universe of which we are only 
a small part, and the infinitesimal 
worlds that have been revealed by 
recent studies of the atom. 


Dr. Stine was for many years a 
vice-president and director of E, I. 
DuPont de Nemours & Company; a 
consultant to the Chemical Warfare 
Service during the war, and mem- 
ber of the Advisory Committee of 
the Department of Chemical Engi- 
neering, Princeton University. Last 
year he was president of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Chemical Engineers. 
He is chairman of the Board of 
Gettysburg College, and serves on 
the board of another college and one 
private school. He is also a member 
of the Executive Board of the United 

Lutheran Church in America. 








all of the countless millions of the stars, 
We gain all our knowledge of these 
celestial objects from the light that they 
emit. Perhaps we think first of the 
nearest of the stars which is well known 
to us, our own sun. This object is not 
only too bright for the human eye’s un- 
aided study, but it is also too far away; 
yet we have learned much about it and 
we know that our physical lives are 
dependent upon its beneficent power 
and uninterrupted performance. If we 
can believe this, not having ascertained 
it for ourselves but being told so upon 
the authority of many men, why ques- 
tion that our spiritual life is dependent 
upon the burning and shining Light, 
the Son of God? We have also been 
assured of the latter statement by many 
men, upon no less an authority than 
that of the Living God. 

The inconceivably high temperatures 
which exist in our sun, tens of thou- 
sands of degrees, temperatures at which 
the very elements such as iron and cop- 
per are mere vapors or clouds of gases, 
have led men to speculate upon the 
source of this vast source of energy 
which the sun has been pouring out for 


unknown millenniums. The sun is about 
864,000 miles in diameter; it pours out 
energy at the astounding rate of 7,000 
horsepower per square yard of surface. 
We believe today that the fuel is the 
transformation of what we call “matter” 
into what we call “energy”; in other 
words, “the breaking down of atoms,” 
You have read much, lately, of the awe- 
some power of the atomic bomb and we 
know that this is produced by what we 
call “atomic fission.” It is beside my 
purpose to go at length into a prolonged 
discussion of what has been written 
about this in the last few years. But it 
is logical to inquire as to the source 
of the matter which composes the sun 
and the nature of the laws that govern 
these reactions of the breaking down of 
matter into energy. Who created the 
matter and who conceived of the laws 
and determined the time factors which 
characterize these atomic decomposi- 
tions? There is no answer but God! 


The Re-creation of the Natural World 


Temperatures as high as 50,000 degrees 
have been calculated for the surface 
temperatures of some suns —‘stars.” The 
light and heat and other forms of en- 
ergy that reach the surface of our tiny 
earth from the depths of interstellar 
space, where these heavenly bodies are 
located, are but the minutest fraction 
of the total which they emit. The suns 
that the astronomer describes to us vary 
in mass all the way from 1/10 to 100 
times that of our own sun. Thinking 
men do not question these statements; 
in other words, they have “faith” in 
them. God has said in His inspired 
Word that the time is coming when He 
will re-create the natural world. “Be- 
hold, I make all things new.” But I 
cannot, I must not neglect to give you 
all of this quotation, lest you fail to read 
it for yourselves. Here it is, in Reve- 
lation 21:3-5: 

“And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, @ehold, the tabernacle 
of God is with Then, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God. And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. And he that sat upon the 
throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new. And he said unto me, Write: for 
these words are true and faithful.” 

May we, who live in what the news- 
papers and magazine writers call “The 
Atomic Age,” by no means forget that 
promise! We may live in a period be- 
set by many hazards, BUT, the Christian 
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is “also a partaker of the glory that shall 
be revealed” (1 Pet, 5:1). 

Consider with me, briefly, the incon- 
ceivable number of the stars. You have 
gazed at the loveliness of that great 
cloud of stars which stretches across the 
summer sky so conspicuously at night 
and which we call “the Milky Way.” 
Astronomers have counted with their 
telescopes approximately 100,000 million 
stars in our galaxy, i.e., the galactic 
circle, or Milky Way. Yet this uni- 
verse, of which oyr solar system — our 
sun and its attendant planets — is a tiny 
part, is only one of thousands of uni- 
verses of suns and starry systems, lo- 
cated at such vast distances from one 
another that the human mind falters as 
it seeks to visualize the all but immea- 
surable and the awe-inspiring gulfs of 
space which intervene between them and 
separate them. But Paul says that “nor 
height, nor depth” can “separate us from 
the love of God.” 

Perhaps the largest star, certainly one 
of ihe giant suns of the sky, is the beau- 
tiful redish star, Antares, in the constel- 
lation of the Scorpion. It is said to be 
380 million miles in diameter — 450 
times as large as our sun. It would take 
centuries to fly around it in a swift 
plane, even assuming that such a plane 
could approach within a mile or two 
of its surface which is, of course, an 
absurd assumption. But the time re- 
quired for starlight, traveling 186,000 
miles a second, and coming to our tiny 
planet, Earth, from some of the island 
universes, would represent the life-span 
of thousands of generations of man, 
whose physical existence upon this 
planet in his present earthly body is 
so ephemeral. The same Creator who 
made the stars has said: “For since 
the beginning of the world men have 
not heard, nor perceived by the ear, 
neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside 
thee, what he hath prepared for him 
that waiteth for him” (Isa, 64:4). How 
unsearchable is Thy wisdom, O God! 
Truly, “Power belongeth unto God” 
(Psa, 62:11). “He telleth the number 
of the stars; he calleth them all by their 
names” (Psa. 147:4). Job says: “He is 
wise in heart, and mighty in strength: 

which alone spgeadeth out the 
heavens, and treadeth upon the waves 
of the sea. Which maketh Arcturus, 
Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers 
of the south. Which doeth great things 
past finding out; yea, and wonders with- 
out number” (Job 9:4-10). 

Paul speaks in Hebrews 1:1-3 of Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour, in the following 
words: 

“God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; who being the brightness of his 


(Continued on page 657) 
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The Sin of Which We Boast 


Four reasons why Christians need to guard against it 


WAS late for prayer meeting. It 

was shortly after my conversion, and 
I did want that spiritual “lift” in the 
middle of the week. I pressed the gas 
pedal as hard as I dared, confident of 
my ability to handle the car on the twist- 
ing country road. Suddenly, while 
rounding a curve, I hit a sharp stone 
about four inches high, which punctured 
both tires on the left side of the car. 

I was crestfallen. One flat would not 
have been bad, as the spare would have 
taken me on after a few moments’ de- 


‘lay. As it was, I walked over a mile 


to repair the other, and did not get to 
prayer meeting that night. 

“Why,” I prayed, “should that happen 
to me on the way to prayer meeting?” 
Surely the Lord would not want me to 
miss that. 

Suddenly a new thought was impressed 
upon me, almost as though a voice spoke 
in my ear, breaking the stillness of the 
night, and saying, “A Christian should 
not drive like the Devil.” 

However one might interpret that ex- 
perience, it was my first lessan in Chris- 
tian driving. Since then, I have at times 
been checked in my spirit when driving 
a bit too fast or too carelessly. I feel 
that I have been definitely shown that 
a Christian should drive with caution, 
keeping within the law. 

I enjoy a fast ride as much as the next 
person. There is a real thrill in the 
power, pick-up, and speed of a modern 
car. Nevertheless, when all factors are 
considered, I am forced to the conclu- 
sion that fast, careless driving in viola- 
tion of the law is not only illegal, it is 
also a sin. Perhaps it is the one sin 
about which we Christians too often 
boast. 

So the next time you are tempted to 
“step on it,” and hope that no ‘officer 
of the law is near, or to take unneges- 
sary chances in order to show “what the 
old bus will do with an A-1 driver at 
the wheel,” remember a few reasons why 
you ought to say instead, “Get thee 
hence, Satan.” 

First, we are commanded to obey our 
rulers. Therefore, violation of a law is 
sin. Romans 13:1 tells us to “let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: The 
powers that be are ordained of God.” 
First Peter 2:13, 14 commands us, “Sub- 
mit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be 
to the king, as supreme; or unto gover- 
nors, as unto them that are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers, and for 
the praise of them that do well.” There- 
fore, disobedience to the law of man is 
a violation of God’s Law. The excep- 


. 


By HOWARD M. LEHN 


tion to the above would be a law com- 
manding us to do something that is 
contrary to Christian principles, but we 
may thank God that, in our land, such 
laws are very exceptional, if found at all, 

This principle ought to be our guide, 
not our opinion of the law. We may 
believe that we can safely drive above 
the speed limit; we may believe that 
there is no danger in going carefully 
past a “Stop” sign, without actually 
stopping; we may not like parking regu- 
lations. Nevertheless, our duty is clear 
as Christians. We must obey them, or, 
if we believe them to be unfair, lend our 
efforts to have them changed in a demo- 
cratic manner. 

Secondly, Christians should always be 
found at the forefront of any movement 
to better society. Deep in our hearts 
we all realize the necessity of speed laws 
and other motoring restrictions. We are 
in sympathy with the efforts of highway 
officials to keep the highways safe. With- 
out our co-operation their efforts would 
come to nought. Would it not be a real 
testimony if Christians would take a 
leading place in such matters? 

Thirdly, carelessness in these things 
does not add to our testimony I was 
recently asked my opinion of a person 
who told of praying for a safe journey, 
then making the trip at breakneck speed, 
and afterward testifying of God’s care 
and protection. No doubt the Lord did 
protect him, but he left his hearers won- 
dering about his particular brand of 
Christianity. The Scripture speaks of 
Jehu as driving “furiously,” but he is not 
held out to us as an example. 

Fourthly, who should realize the value 
of a human life more then the Chris- 
tian? Christianity teaches the sacred- 
ness of life, and the eternity of the spirit. 
An accident in which someone is killed 
may not only mean the end of that 
person’s earthly life, but could mean the 
loss of a soul which might have had op- 
portunity to accept Christ if the person 
had lived. 

A member of my Sunday school class 
once called at my home, saying in tears 
that she had just been involved in an ac- 
cident (which later proved fata! to one 
party), and asked my prayers. At a 
later investigation, the officer’s testi- 
mony clearly established the fact that 
the accident was entirely unavoidable, 
and that she had violated no traffic regu- 
lations. You may well imagine the peace 
and satisfaction that testimony brought 
to all of us. 

As for thrills of motoring, there are 
plenty of thrills to be had in driving at 
a safe, legal speed: At the end of the jour- 
ney, there is the satisfaction that we 
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have obeyed the Word of God, co-oper- 
ated with our highway officials, whose 
job is none too pleasant at best, and have 
not endangered unnecessarily the pre- 
cious lives of other travelers, 

Similarly, our other relationships with 
the government bring before us temp- 
tations to take the easy way. On the 
other hand, they offer Us an opportunity 
for practicing and demonstrating the 
practical side of our faith. 

One example is the income tax. Uncle 
Sam has left the ordinary citizen very 
much upon his honor in making his 
return. It is very easy to forget some 
items. The argument is ofterr advanced, 
“What’s the use of being so particular, 
the government wastes so much money 
anyway?” Before falling for this, let’s 
think of what kind of government we 
would have if everyone acted in such 
a manner. As a citizen, my responsibil- 
ity is to pay my taxes, not to account for 
the way in which the money may be 
used. Our Lord told us, “Render there- 
fore unto Cesar the things which are 
Cesar’s,” as well as to render “unto God 
the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). 
May our returns not only pass the col- 
lector’s inspection, if any, but also meet 
the approval of the all-seeing eye of God. 

Christians have the privilege of de- 
ducting a generous portion for contri- 
butions. I once heard a severe criticism 
of a Christian for claiming the full 
amount, when his contributions had been 
very meager. Such things ought not be 
even mentioned regarding children of 
God. 

When one is so unfortunate as to re- 
ceive a traffic ticket, and the most care- 
ful driver may experience this, he should 
think twice before trying to “fix” the 
ticket. It is more than taking unfair 
advantage of our personal contacts. The 
few dollars saved may be at the ex- 
pense of another’s loss of respect for our 
testimony. 

In all oy dealings and relationships 
with the government, let us so conduct 
ourselves that our actions shall contrib- 
ute toward good government, A govern- 
ment is usually what the citizens make 
it. We all desire integrity on the part 
of our officials. Let us encourage them 
toward that end. 

“Others do it,” we say, but forget 
that Christians are nowhere told to be 
like the world around them. “When in 
Rome, do as the Romans do” is certainly 
not a Scriptural quotation. Rather, we 
are to be “a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 
Pet. 2:9). 

“There are sO many laws, one can’t 
helping breaking some of them”; . “I 
could never remember every figure for 
that tax report”; “You can’t drive 
through town without breaking some 
law”; these statements, so often heard, 
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are probably true, but they do not justify 
any willful disregard of the law. It 
would be just as foolish to argue that 
since we cannot keep perfectly all the 
commandments in the Word of God we 
may as well ignore them, 

Our everyday business transactions 
offer us untold opportunities to demon- 
strate the practical reality of our faith, 
or for the sake of small pecuniary gain 
to do irreparable damage to our testi- 
mony. Perhaps most of these tempta- 
tions have to do with small things that 
may escape unnoticed, for most Chris- 
tians are careful in bigger transactions. 

Christians should be especially careful 
of honesty in all business transactions, 
as a world, largely money-minded, so 
often judges the reality of our faith by 
our conduct when money is involved. 

Not only should we be especially care- 
ful to pay our debts promptly, give hon- 
est value for money received, and keep 
all promises, but we should practice the 
Golden Rule in all day-by-day trans- 
actions. I mention just a few. 

While it may be easy to travel on the 
bus or train and pay only half fare for 
a child who should pay full fare, who 
knows what we may do to our profes- 
sion of Christianity by such things, to 
say nothing of the impression we make 
upon the future moral standards of the 
child. 

When @& clerk makes a mistake in giv- 
ing me too little change, I feel perfectly 
justified in calling the fact to his atten- 
tion in a gracious manner. + Similarly, 
I feel that I should return any overpay- 
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ment that I may receive. In so doing, 
I am invariably repaid, not only in satis- 
faction to my own conscience, but by the 
genuine appreciation on the part of a 
tired clerk, whose mind may be genu- 
inely taxed in making change all day. 

Here is another possible temptation. 
Stores, especially of the better class, are 
usually generous in making adjustments 
regarding defective merchandise. It is 
common knowledge that this generosity 
is often greatly imposed upon. Man- 
agers are very reluctant to offend a cus- 
tomer. However, they soon become ex- 
pert in ascertaining whether the “fault” 
of the goods is due to something that 
happened while the goods was in our 
possession. He may not say so; in fact, 
he may even give the desired adjust- 
ment and a smile. But if he knows of 
our Christian faith and feels we have 
not been honest, we are paying a high 
price for a small pecuniary gain. 

I once returned an auto battery to the 
store, saying that it seemed defective. 
Later I returned and said, “I don’t sup- 
pose you found anything wrong with 
the battery, as I later found the trouble 
in the car’s starter.” The manager said 
the battery was O.K., then thanked me 
for being honest, saying, “There is not 
one person in one hundred who would 
not have tried to claim an adjustment 
anyhow.” 

“Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men” (Rom, 12:17), 

“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God” (1 Cor. 10:31), 


SPOKANE, WASH. 


Dwellers in Sunshine and Sand 


British Somaliland — land of Gospel need and opportunity 


6¢qQ3 OMALILAND will never make real 

progress until it becomes Chris- 
tian.” This startling statement was made 
by a high government official who knows 
Somaliland and its fanatical Moslem 
population. Yet it is true, judged even 
by worldly standards, as one compares 
the Moslem countries of today with so- 
called Christian nations. 

The coast of British Somaliland was 
occupied in 1884 when the country was 
abandoned by the Egyptians, who had 
a loose sort of control over the ports 
of Zeila and Berbera. The interior was 
terra incognito, and inhabited by the 
Somali tribes, who lived on the milk 
and flesh of their herds of sheep, goats, 
and camels, and whose principal amuse- 
ment and pursuit was raiding each 
other’s stock. 

For many years the British did not 
consider it to be their duty to interfere 
with conditions in the interior, as there 
were no roads, little water or other facil- 
ities for entering the country, or, accord- 
ing to the political conscience of the day, 


By C. GORDON BEACHAM. 
Deputy General Director, Sudan Interior Mission 


any particular need or duty to “inter- 
fere” and impose on a savage people the 
doubtful blessing of European rule. 

Attempts were later made to set up 
some sort of loose tribal administration in 
the interior, but these were handicapped, 
first by the disturbed state of the coun- 
try over a period of twenty years caused 
by a fanatical Mahdi, known as the Mad 
Mullah, who died in 1921, and then the 
Great War, followed by the financial 
slump and other similar causes, 

In 1939, the Somalis were still so fanat- 
ical, as a whole, that they stoned and 
nearly killed the newly-appointed direc- 
tor of education. Since that time, the 
country has been opened up consider- 
ably. During the course of World War 
II, the lines of communication from 
Berbera and Mogadishu to Ethiopia 
passed through it. Now the demand 
for education is so great that the direc- 
tor is unable to meet it, and he antici- 
pates that it will be some years before 

(Continued on page 658) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. AUGUST 8. EBED-MELECH, THE ETHIOPIAN 
Jeremiah 38:1 to 39:18; printed text, 38: 7-13; 39:15-18 
Golden Text.—As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men.—Gal. 6:10 


Kinc JaAMes VERSION 

Jer. 38:7 Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the 
eunuchs which was in the king’s house, heard that they had put 
Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of 
Benjamin; 

8 Ebed-melech went forth out of the king’s house, and spake 
to the king, saying, 

9 My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they 
have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into 
the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where 
he is: for there is no more bread in the city. 

‘10 Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, say- 
ing, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah 
the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. 

11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into the 
house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast 
clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the 
"dungeon to Jeremiah. 


12 And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put 


now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes 
under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 

13 So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up 
out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the 
prison. 


Chap: 39:15 Now the word of the Lorp came unto Jeremiah, 
while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 

16 Go and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus 
saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my’ 
words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall 
be accomplished in that day before thee. 

17 But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the Lorp: and thou 
shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art 
afraid. 

18 For I will surely deliver thee, &nd thou shalt not fall by the 
sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou 
hast put thy trust in me, saith the Lorp. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are ‘copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 
NE of the greatest mistakes that 
O people often make, who belong to 
minority groups because of race, 
religion, or some other peculiarity, is 


that they must insist on what they think’ 


of as their rights in order to be cordially 
recognized by those of the majority 
party. If, instead of giving way to sensi- 
tiveness and becoming offended when 
their claims are ignored, they would 
seek to be of service to others, they 
would soon be surprised to find how 
differently they are looked upon. In 
Ebed-melech we see a man of Ethiopia, 
living among the Hebrews of Judea, 
whose name will be held in everlast- 
ing remembrance, both by God and man, 
because of the consideration he showed 
to the Prophet Jeremiah in his time of 
great need and distress. 

Ebed-melech might have reasoned that 
inasmuch as he and Jeremiah were men 
of different races and cultural standards, 
he, therefore, had no _ responsibility 
toward the prophet of Jehovah, who was 
being treated so badly by men of his 
own race and nation. But instead of 
this, the kindly Ethiopian saw in Jere- 
miah a brother-man in affliction who 
needed a friend, and he determined to 
do the part of a friend toward him. 
It is evident that this colored man had 
come to know the true and living God 
and so was of the same spiritual family 
as Jeremiah, despite the difference in 
the color of their skins. God took note 
of his kindly concern and saw to it that 
his name was recorded in Holy Scrip- 
ture as an example for others to follow 
in after days. 
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The Historical Setting 


We are not certain. of the name of this 
Ethiopian. Ebed-melech means “servant 
of the king” and may simply designate 
him as a bondman in the household of 
Zedekiah, king of Judah. It was the 
cognomen by which he was known at 
that time and by which we know him 
today. We have no record of his life 
apart from what is told us in chapters 
38 and 39 of this Book of Jeremiah. 
When no one else came to assist the 
prophet, who had been cast into a filthy 
pit because of his faithfulness in giv- 
ing out the word of the Lord, Ebed- 
melech appeared and gave him the help 
he needed. 


Verse by Verse 


Jer. 38:7.—“Ebed-melech . . ., , one 
of the eunuchs which was in the king’s 
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah 
in the dungeon.” When this word came 
to the poor Ethiopian slave, for such 
he evidently was, he could not rest until 
he had done something about it. To him 
Jeremiah’s plight was a cruel tragedy 
calling for friendly intervention, 


Verse 8.—“Ebed-melech went forth 

. and spake to the king.” Undoubt- 

edly, he was well acquainted with King 

Zedekiah, so he did not fear to go to 

him direct in order to intercede for the 
persecuted prophet. 


Verse 9.—“These men have done evil 

. . to Jeremiah , . . and he is like to 
die for hunger in the place where he is.” 
Fearlessly and faithfully Ebed-melech 
pleaded Jeremiah’s cause, telling Zede- 
kiah of the famine conditions prevailing 
and of the hopeless plight of the prophet 
unless something could be done for him, 
and that speedily. ' 


Verse 10.—“Then the king commanded 


-.., Take... thirty men..., and take 
up Jeremiah the prophet out of the 
dungeon, before he die.” Aroused to 
some sense of his own responsibility in 
the matter, the king commanded that 
a party of thirty men go to draw ‘the 
prisoner out of the filthy pit in which 
he had been cast. 


Verse 11.—“Ebed-melech took .. . old 
cast clouts [that is, old discarded gar- 
ments] and old rotten rags, and let them 
down dy cords.” These old clothes and 
rags speak eloquently of the thoughtful- 
ness of the Ethiopian eunuch. He knew 
the aged prophet would suffer terribly 
if the cords were all that kept him from 
falling back into the pit as he was be- 
ing drawn upward. 


Verse 12—“Put now these old cast 
clouts and rotten rags under,thine arm- 
holes under the cords.” Thus cushioned, 
the cords would not cut into the flesh 
and injure Jeremiah as the men sought 
to draw him up from the pit. The grate- 
ful pronhet recognized the wisdom of 
this, and did as he was commanded. 


Verse 13.—“So they drew up Jeremiah 
..- and took him up out of the dungeon.” 
The plan worked well, and Jeremiah 
was lifted out of the filth and mire into 
which: he had been cast and where his 
enemies hoped he would die. As he 
was a prisoner still, he remained in the 
court of the prison until such time as 
the king might see fit to free him. 


Chap. 39:15.—“The word of the Lord 
came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut 
up in the court of the prison.” Prison 
walls could not shut God out. He was 


with His servant in his sufferings, and 
now He came to him with a special mes- 
sage for the colored man who had been 
so considerate of him. One is reminded 
of George Miiller’s words to J. Hudson 
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Taylor, in view of possible imprison- 
ment in China for Christ’s sake. He 
said, “Remember, they may wall you 
round, but they cannot roof you in.” 


Verse 16.—“Speak to Ebed-melech ... 
saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my 
words upon this city for evil, and not 
for good.” The day was near when the 
predicted destruction of Jerusalem and 
the captivity of Judah would be carried 
out. God could not tolerate forever the 
corruption and. wickedness into which 
His people had fallen. 


Verse 17.—“I will deliver thee in that 
day, saith the Lord.” He who had long 
ago declared, “Them that honour me 
I will honour,” had taken note of Ebed- 
melech’s kindness to His servant and 
He would reward him accordingly by 
preserving his life and saving him from 

~.going into the Babylonian Captivity. 

Verse 18.—“Thy life shall be for a prey 
unto thee: because thou hast put thy 
trust in me, saith the Lord.” Here we 
have the secret reason for Ebed-melech’s 
consideration for Jeremiah. He trusted 
in Jehovah and was therefore among 
those justified by faith, and his good 
works were the outcome of the faith that 
was in his heart. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Jeremiah suffered, not for his sins, 
but because of his faithfulness to God. 
In his hour of need a friend was raised 
up of whom we might never have heard 
except for this incident. Ebed-melech, 
a colored servant in the king’s house, 
knew the God of Israel, and, moved by 
His love, he undertook to deliver Jere- 
miah from the pit into which he was 
cast. His was a faith that worked by 
love. His help in so serious a time was 
never to be forgotten by God, who un- 
dertook to protect him from his foes 
and care for him even as he had pro- 
tected and cared for Jeremiah. We may 
all learn from this the importance of 
caring for God’s children in their times 
of stress and need. 


Lesson Outline 


1. Ebed-melech intercedes for Jeremiah 
(Jer. 38: 7-10) 


2. Fhe prophet delivered (vs. 11-13) 


3.God’s remembrance of Ebed-melech 
(chap. 39: 15-18) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

It is an interesting coincidence that 
we read in God’s Word of two Ethiopian 
eunuchs, one in the Old Testament (Jer. 
38 and 39), and the other in the New 
Testament (Acts 8:26-30). In the first 
case we see Ebed-melech coming to the 
relief of God’s servant because of his 
great need and wretchedness. In the 
other, We see Philip, a servant of God, 
coming to the deliverance of the Ethi- 
opian treasurer of Queen Candace, by 
bringing him the Gospel to set him free 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
1.—Baruch, the Scribe. 
Jeremiah 32:6-15; 36; 37; 43:5, @ 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7 August 15.—Andrew, the Man Who 
Brought Others. Matthew 4:18; 
Mark 1:16-21, 29; 3:18; 13:3-7; 
Luke 6:14; John 1:37-43; 6:8, 9; 12:20-22 
_ 
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from spiritual distress and to give him 
peace of conscience because of the work 
of Christ on the cross. 


Summaries and Applications 


Ebed-melech could plead the right- 
eousness of Jeremiah’s life as a reason 
for delivering him from the dungeon. 
He knew the prophet had only sought to 
exercise the king’s heart. 


Zedekiah’s own conscience was on 
Jeremiah’s side, but he was a weakling, 
who feared the reproach of his counsel- 
ors, who hated Jeremiah because of his 
faithfulness. 

God never forgets any favor shown to 
His own. Even a cup of cold water, 
given in the name of Christ, will be 
repaid in that day, and that with in- 
terest. 

Ebed-melech’s “cast clouts and rotten 
rags” will be transformed into robes of 


glory when he stands at the judgment 


seat of Christ to be rewarded according 
to his works. 


This Ethiopian eunuch might have 
made himself miserable by bewailing his 
lot and finding fault with God for per- 
mitting him to be enslaved in the house 
of the king of Judah. But instead of 
that, he busied himself in the effort to 
help one in even less propitious circum- 
stances than his own, and we may be 
sure he found joy in such service. 


CHICAGO, 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HAT is the meaning of the name 
Ebed-melech? 


2. In what two respects was it a 
humiliation to a Jewish prophet to be cham- 
pioned by Ebed-melech? 


3. In what respects did Baruch stand in 
contrast with Ebed-melech? 


4. What other Ethiopian eunuch appears 
prominently in Holy Scripture? 


5. In what respects do these two Ethio- 
pian eunuchs resemble each other? 


6. What other class of Gentiles appears 
in a commendable light in Scripture? 
(N. T.) 


7. What virtues appear prominently in 
Ebed-melech? 


8. What cicumstances make his courage 
the more obvious? 


9. What is the lesson of the “old cast 
clouts and old rotten rags’’? 


10. What did Ebed-melech have in com- 
mon with Baruch? 


(Answers on page 657) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
faithful and merciful God who dost 
never fail those who trust in Thee, we 
praise Thee for all Thy constant mercy 
toward us and thank Thee for the gifts 
that come into our lives daily from Thee. 
Quicken our love to Thee, Lord, and 
make it our joy.and delight to do always 
those things that are pleasing in Thy 
sight. Let our study of Thy Word today 
impart to us a blessing, increasing our 
faith in Thee, and strengthening us to 
serve Thee. In all this world may Thy 
Word go forth in the mighty power of 
Thy Spirit to soften hard hearts, to 
bring sinners to repentance, to awaken 
drowsy Christians, and to comfort, in- 
spire, guide, enrich, and strengthen Thy 
faithful people. Bring Thy healing touch 
to bear upon our sin-sick and distressed 
world. Make all people to see that ohly 
in returning to Thee and obeying Thy 
Word can men find the way of peace. 
Bring in the Kingdom of Thy Son, and 
may He ever be the joy of our hearts, 
the Lord of our lives, and the guide of 
our Ways. Forgive all our sins, and 
make us clean, true, and faithful, for 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A prize was once 
offered for the best definition of a friend, 
and this is the winning definition, “A 
friend is a person who comes in when 
every other person has gone out.” That 
was a fresh way of putting the old prov- 
erb, “A friend in need is a friend in- 
deed.” And such was Ebed-melech, the 
Ethiopian. Jeremiah had one of the 
hardest tasks any servant of God ever 
had, a task that made him seem disloyal 





CHRIST JESUS 
is THE Best FRIEND 


to his own country when actually he was 
the truest patriot of them all. And now 
Jeremiah lay in a slimy dungeon be- 
cause he told the truth about the com- 
ing defeat of his people. He would have 
died from exposure and starvation but 
for a friend in need, Ebed-melech. He 
it was who came in when everyone else 
went out, everyone else but God, who 
nevet forsakes His faithful servants. It 
was God who stirred Ebed-melech to 
plead for Jeremiah and get permission 
to rescue ‘him. 


When John Huss was led to the stake 
a friend came out from the crowd and - 
gave him a hearty handclasp. . Huss said 
only God and hé himself knew what 
that handclasp meant to him in that 
moment of supreme trial. A friend like 
that is a great blessing, and we should 
thank God for the person who comes in 
when everyone else has gone out. But 
the one who best fills out that descrip- 
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tion of a friend is our Lord Himself. 
There are limits to what the best earthly 
friend can do. But when everyone else 
goes out, when no one else can help, 
the truest and best Friend of all is there, 
“the same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever.” To all His servants He says, “I 
am with you alway,” and therefore we 
can say, “Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art with me.” 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
Ve 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Now ... Ebed-melech the Ethiopian 
... heard that they had put Jeremiah 
in the dungeon” (Jer. 38:7).—The pre- 
vious verses give us Jeremiah’s faithful- 
ness in delivering the Lord’s message 
that the city would be captured and 
the people remaining in it would die: 
The only ones who would escape with 
their lives would be those who would 
now go forth and surrender to the Chal- 
deans. 

This was interpreted by the princes 
as defeatism of the worst type; and they 
demanded Jeremiah’s death. Zedekiah 
the king feared the princes and deliv- 
ered the prophet into their hands. 

They-led him to the dungeon whose 
only door was at the top, and whose 
bottom was filled with mire. Every 
country has its records of how fiends in 
human form delight in torturing help- 
less victims in their power. Palestine 
is no exception to the rule. 

The princes now had Jeremiah in their 
power and also had authority from the 
king to kill him. But sudden death was 
too humane in their estimation. 

They decided to lower him with cords, 
so that he would slowly sink in the 
mire. Darkness reigned in the dungeon. 
As Jeremiah felt himself sinking, he 
would have no idea as to the depth he 
was going. The cords would be with- 
drawn, the door in the top shut, and 
evidently a stone placed on it (Lam. 
3:53). There he was without food, and 
with the thought that as soon as drowsi- 
ness overcame him he would sink in the 
mire and suffocate. But wherever a 
child of God is, he can pray! This 
Jeremiah did, and the Lord heard and 
relieved his fears and delivered him by 
the hand of Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian 
(Lam. 3:55-58). 


“Ebed-melech went forth out of the 
king’s house, and spake to the king” 
(Jer. 38:8) —We know from Jeremiah 
39:18 that this African had put his trust 
in the Lord. Although Jeremiah’s min- 
istry spread over forty and more years, 
we do not read of his enjoying much 
success, as men count success; but, in 
all likelihood, this Ethiopian was led to 
a knowledge of the Lord through his in- 
strumentality. 

Ebed-melech means “the king’s serv- 
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ant, or slave.” This man was not only 
the servant of King Zedekiah, but also 
of the “King of nations” as the Lord 
is once called (Jer. 10:7). How faith- 
fully he served Him in this instance! 

He could have waited and talked to 
the king in, the privacy of the palace, 
but the matter was urgent. Jeremiah’s 
life was in the balance, hence he went 
out of the king’s house and spoke to 
him in public. This required courage, 
for the princes who desired Jeremiah’s 
death would hear of the conversation 
and become his enemy. 

Although ; Ebed-melech feared the 
princes (chap. 39:17), his faith in God 
and love of Jeremiah gave him courage 
above his fears, and he proceeded with 
his labor of love. 


“My lord the king, these men have done 
evil in all that they have done to Jere- 
miah the prophet...” (v. 9).—He did 
not mince’ matters, he plainly charged 
the powerful princes with evil in their 
rough treatment of Jeremiah. And he 
reminded the king that the prophet was 
“like to die for hunger.” 

The king either appreciated or feared 
decision of character in others, for he 
immediately gave the Ethiopian author- 
ity to select thirty men to draw Jere- 
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miah out of the dungeon before he died. 

I fancy I see him selecting thirty of 
the most stalwart of the king’s guard 
— men who would not only be able to 
pull Jeremiah up, but also handle the 
princes if they presumed to interfere 
with this work of rescue. 

Being employed in the king’s house- 
hold he knew where the “old cast clouts” 
(torn clothes) and “rotten rags” (worn- 
out garments) were to be found. Se- 
lecting what he wanted, he went with 
the thirty men to the dungeon and in- 
structed Jeremiah where to place these 
garments to avoid injury from the ropes 
with which he would be drawn up. So 
they drew Jeremiah up, and he remained 
in the court of the prison, 

“For I will surely deliver thee, and 
thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy 
life shall be for a prey unto thee: be- 
cause thou hast put thy trust in me, 
saith the Lord” (Jer. 39:18) —Ebed- 
melech becomes another example of 
“them that honour me I will honour” 
(1 Sam. 2:30). God will be no man’s 
debtor; neither will He forget a labor 
of love performed for one of His saints 
(Heb. 6:10; Eph, 6:8; Col. 3:24). 

“As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all...” (Gal. 6:10). 


THE NEW TYPE OF PERSECUTION 
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All that will live Sodly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecudion?211m.3:12) 
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Lesson for August 8 


—Of the Lord Himself it is written, He 
“went about doing good” (Acts 10:38). 
He would have all who name His name 
do the same. The Boy Scouts are re- 
quired to do at least one good deed daily. 
Christians are expected to make all their 
daily deeds good ones. ‘“Whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men” (Col, 3:23). “Whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31). 
We cannot all be heroes, 
And thrill a hemisphere, 
With some great daring venture, 
Some deed that mocks at fear; 
But we can fill a lifetime 
With kindly acts and true; 
There’s always noble service 
For noble hearts to do. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it takes real courage 

and a kind of reckless disregard of 
self to befriend one. who is under a 
cloud of popular hate. Ebed-melech was 
just that kind of guy. He was for the 
underdog, especially if he thought the 
underdog was being unjustly treated. 


In this case, that grand old prophet, Jere- - 


miah, was the underdog. Perhaps, of 
all the prophets of the Lord, Jeremiah 
had the roughest sledding; and it was 
not just an episode, but a continuous 
uphill battle for him throughout his 
entire career. Jeremiah had the unwel- 
come task of prophesying evil—or so it 
was considered by both king and people. 
But he was faithful to “the word of the 
Lord,” and he gave it to them straight. 


At this time when Ebed-melech, the 
Ethiopian eunuch, comes upon the scene, 
Jeremiah had been telling King Zedekiah 
and his people that Jerusalem would 
certainly be destroyed; that they might 
as well surrender to the Chaldeans; that 
it was in God’s plan. Then the princes, 
those young upstarts Shephatiah, Geda- 
liah, Jucal, and Pashur, demanded of 
the king that such a prophet should be 
shut up, that his prophesying was dis- 
heartening and weakened the hands of the 
city’s defenders. And though Zedekiah 
the king must have known better, man 
or mouse, he was weak; he told them to 
go ahead and do as they pleased with 
Jeremiah. So they took him and low- 
ered him into a miserable, filthy dun- 
geon, where he sank into the mire to 
his armpits. 

Fellows, all through the ages, God’s 
faithful servants have suffered indescrib- 
able hardships for the sake of the truth; 
but God gives grace to bear them, and 
the reward is great. I do not know just 
why Ebed-melech was willing and bold 
enough to “stick his neck out” for Jere- 


miah. There evidently was no relation- — 


ship to warrant it. Ebed-melech was 
just a servant in the king’s house. The 
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meaning of his peculiar.sounding name 
is “servant of the king,” or “servant of 
God.” It is most probable that Ebed- 
melech simply had a great big heart 
—like the Good Samaritan who took 
time out on his way down to Jericho 
to stop and help a poor fellow who had 
been beaten and robbed by bandits. He 
simply could not bear to see a man 
suffer if there could be any way to help 
him, 

Thus Ebed-melech, at a serious per- 
sonal risk, made bold to go in and tell 
the king how cruelly the princes had 
dealt with Jeremiah, and that the poor 
man was likely to die in that desperately 
filthy mire with no food and no water. 
That was a challenge that even weak 
King Zedekiah could not ignore, and 
ordered Ebed-melech to get thirty men 
and get Jeremiah out of the dungeon. 
The homely details of the Bible record 
are very interesting. Ebed-melech sum- 
moned the thirty helpers and took ropes 
and “old cast clouts and old rotten rags, 
and let them down. .. to Jeremiah,” say- 
ing to Jeremiah, “Put now these old cast 
clouts and rotten rags under thine arm- 
holes under the cords.” And Jeremiah 
did as he was told. Ah, what tender con- 
sideration for the old prophet’s “arm- 
holes” ! 


. 

I tell you, fellows, a heart touched by 
compassion goes the whole Way. The 
Lord Jesus says to you and me, “Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly fm heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light” (Matt. 11:29, 30). He knows what 
affords real contentment, 


Well, Ebed-melech got his reward for 
that act of* kindness. The Lord Him- 
self took notice of it (as you may de- 
pend He never fails to see anything 
you do for Him), and He commanded 
Jeremiah to “go and speak to Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Behold, I will bring my words upon this 
city for evil, and not for good; and they 
shall be accomplished in that day before 
thee. But I will deliver thee in that day, 
saith the Lord: and thou shalt not be 
given into the hand of the men of whom 
thou art afraid. For I will surely de- 
liver thee, and thou shalt not fall by 
the sword, . . . because thou hast put 
thy trust in me, saith the Lord” (Jer. 
39:16-18). So there is another point 
for Ebed-melech: he trusted in the Lord, 
as he made bold to do a good deed for 
the sake of His prophet, 

I wish we could know more about 
Ebed-melech, but he drops out of the 
picture here’ and does not reappear. 
However, I am confident that this “one 
of the near-great” in the Bible record 
continued to live a useful and happy 
life, rich in a sense of God’s nearness 
and favor. 


Aucusta, GA. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A FRIEND IN NEED 


HREE characters stand out in to- 

day’s lesson, Jeremiah the persecuted 
prophet of the Lord, Zedekiah the weak 
king of Israel, and Ebed-melech the Ethi- 
opian who proved himself a friend in 
need. 

As we discovered last week, the mes- 
sages of Jeremiah were unpopular. The 
kingdom of Judah had sifined, and so 
he had to prophesy God’s judgment upon 
them. For this he was being put into 
prison continually, 

When today’s lesson starts, the Chal- 
deans were besieging Jerusalem. The 
Jews wanted Jeremiah to prophesy that 
Jerusalem could hold out and that the 
Chaldeans would get discouraged and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





fRBED- \JELECH, THE 
L7TH/OP/IAN 


* st 


YSEREY IAN 38: 7-9 








we fad IN 
L OA NN 


vs./6-18 x& 























654 (10) 

give up the siege. Instead of that, Jere- 
miah told the people that the Lord had 
given Jerusalem into the hand of the 
Chaldeans. He said that those who sur- 
rendered would save their lives, while 
those who held out against them would 
surely be put to death. 

This made the princes of Judah very 
angry. Instead of believing God’s word 
and acting on it, they wanted to put 
His prophet to death. Read what they 
said to the king in Jeremiah 38:4. What 
did the king reply in verse 5? What 
does that show? (Extreme weakness.) 
He knew that Jeremiah was a good man 
and a prophet of the Lord. He some- 
times consulted him secretly, but he im- 
mediately abandoned Jeremiah to their 
will. Turn to Proverbs 29:25: “The 
fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso 
putteth his trust in the Lord shall be 
safe.” Poor Zedekiah, the fear of man 
was a snare to him all his life! 

What did the princes of Judah do with 
Jeremiah? (v. 6.) Can you think of any- 
thing more cruel? Jeremiah was to be 
starved to death in a horrible pit. Joseph 
was treated very badly, but the pit into 
which he was put was at least dry. 
, There was not even a place in which to 
stand in this pit. The bottom was cov- 
ered with mire so deep that Jeremiah 
sank down into it. Later on in the 
story we get a little idea of how dreadful 
this was from the fact that the king 
estimated that it would take thirty men 
to pull Jeremiah out again. What a 
place for the faithful prophet of the 
Lord! But the king did nothing about 
it. He was afraid of the princes. Truly, 
“the fear of man bringeth a snare.” 

But another man appeared on the 
scene. Ebed-melech was an Ethiopian, 
but he had compassion on Jeremiah, 
and he trusted in the Lord. Some of 
the others who knew Jeremiah’s plight 
may have felt very sorry for him. No 
doubt there were those who said: “Isn’t 
it a shame! A good man like Jeremiah 
should never have been treated so 
badly.” But not a single Jew did any- 
thing about it. It remained for an Ethi- 
opian to do something. Ebed-melech 
knew that he might get himself into 
trouble trying to help Jeremiah, but 
that did not deter him. He went straight 
to the king to plead Jeremiah’s cause. 
Read what he said in verse 9. “ 

What did the king say? You see, he 
did not want Jeremiah killed, but he 
was too much of a coward to do any- 
thing about it until Ebed-melech stir- 
red him up. That is because Zedekiah 
feared man instead of trusting the Lord. 

Now see the thoughtfulness of Ebed- 
melech. He knows it is going to take 
a tremendous pull to get Jeremiah out 
again. He knows that Jeremiah is thin 
from lack of food, and he realizes that 
as all the men tug, the ropes will cut 
into Jeremiah and hurt him. What does 
he do. about that? 

See Ebed-melech and the thirty men 
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going over to that horrible dungeon. 
Watch them tying the old rotten rags 
to the ropes and lowering them down 
inside. Hear Ebed-melech shouting 
down to Jeremiah to fasten the old rags 
around him under the ropes. See the 
thirty men all pulling. He’s coming! 
They have pulled Jeremiah out of the 
mire. Now he is nearing the top. He 
is out! Ebed-melech carefully unties 
the rope as Jeremiah lies down ex- 
hausted on the ground. And Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison. 

Again King Zedekiah called for Jere- 
miah secretly to consult him. Read his 
weak words in verse 19. Read Jere- 
miah’s confident answer 1n verse 20. In 
spite of his physical weakness caused 
by hunger and that terrible dungeon 
experience, Jeremiah’ is yet a _ far 
stronger character than the king. That 
is because Zedekiah is still afraid of 
man while Jeremiah trusts in the Lord. 
Then the king tells Jeremiah not to 
let the princes know that he consulted 
him. Zedekiah is afraid of the Chal- 
deans, he is afraid of the Jews who have 
surrendered to them, and he is afraid 
of the princes of Judah, so he does not 
obey the Lord. If only he had realized 
that “the fear of man bringeth a snare: 
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord 
shal} be safe.” 

Zedekiah the king should have been 
Jeremiah’s chief support, but instead 
that honor went to Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian. Poor Zedekiah, the last sight 
he ever saw was the Chaldeans killing 
his two sons. Then they put out his 
eyes and took him in chains to Babylon, 
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What about Ebed-melech? God sent 
him a special message through Jere- 
miah. Read it in chapter 39: 15-18. See, 
He is promised safety, the very thing 
Zedekiah wanted and did not get. It 
was offered to him, too, but he feared 
man instead of trusting the Lord, so it 
was not “well with him.” God prom- 
ised Ebed-melech deliverance and pres- 
ervation because he trusted in the Lord. 
“He ‘that trusteth in the Lord shall be 
safe ” 

What is our Golden Text today? 
Notice the wording of it— “As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men.” Ebed-melech did good 
to Jeremiah. ,How much good are you 
and I doing? We mean kindly to all, 
but are we really doing good? It has 
been said that God wants His children 
to be good, but not good for nothing. 
For one person who is really doing good, 
there are twenty who mean well, but 
never do anything to help others. The 
Lord wants us to do good to all. 

Let us think a few minutes of what 
good we can do at Sunday ‘school. Who 
can give us a suggestion? (Invite other 
people to come. Go after them Sunday 
mornings. Make room for people to sit 
who come in after us. Offer them a 
hymnbock open at the right place. - In- 
troduce newcomers to those they do not 
know.) 

How can we “do good. unto all” in our 
own homes? (Help Mother with the 
work cheerfully. Get out Father’s slip- 
pers and newspaper. Get out Bibles for 
family worship. Help our younger 
brothers and sisters by mending their 
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Lesson for August 8 


clothes and toys, occasionally playing 
with them even though their games seem 
childish to us.) 

How can we “do good unto all” in our 
community? (Visit the sick. Take them 
food and Christian literature. Help 
with their work. Read to someone aged. 
Help keep streets and sidewalks clean. 
Help old people to cross the street, and 
so forth,) 

Let us never forget Ebed-melech, who 
did good at considerable effort and risk 
to himself, and who was even thoughtful 
to do it in the kindest way. If we are 
constantly on the alert to do good to all 
wherever we are in the kindest way 
possible, we will “adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things.” 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jeremiah’s Good Friend (Jer. 38:7-13) 


PEAKING God’s words to people 

isn’t always a happy task. Remem- 
ber what happened to Micaiah? (Lesson 
1.) Daniel was put intoa ; Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego into a “ 
Jeremiah into You see, some of 
the rulers thought Jeremiah was ‘a 
traitor, because he said they ought to 
surrender to Nebuchadnezzar instead of 
fighting and starving to death. This was 
not just Jeremiah’s own opinion, but 
a message from God. To get rid of Jere- 
miah the rulers took him and, using 
ropes, dropped him down into a muddy 
pit, called a dungeon, in the prison 
yard. How horrible to have to stand 
or sit hour after hour in the slimy mud 
at the bottom! He did not have any- 
thing to eat, for food was getting very 
scarce in the city. 

It seemed there was no one to help. 
But Jeremiah prayed (Lam. 3:53-57). 
Who do you think came to his rescue? 
No, not Baruch. I do not know where 
he was. There was a colored man named 
Ebed-melech, who had an‘ important job 
in the palace. When he heard what 
they had done to Jeremiah, he left the 
palace and found the king. John, read 
what he said to the King, in Jeremiah 
38:9; and, Gordon, what the king an- 
swered in verse 10. Can you picture 
what happened as Diane reads verses 
11-13? 

Why do you suppose Ebed-melech 
bothered to help Jeremiah in his trou- 
ble? Because he believed in the Lord. 
And so he was willing to risk the king’s 
anger to help another who was following 
the Lord. And God gave him a reward 
for his faithfulness—another message 
for Jeremiah to deliver. But I am sure 
Jeremiah was happy to deliver this mes- 
sage. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel; Behold, I will bring my 
words upon this city for evil . . . But 
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I will deliver thee in that day, saith the 
Lord: and thou shalt not be given into 
the hand of the men of whom thou art 
afraid. For I will surely deliver thee 
. . . because thou hast put thy trust in 
me, saith the Lord” (Jer. 39:16-18). 
Maybe the princes who put Jeremiah 
in the dungeon were angry with Ebed- 
melech for rescuing him, and were just 
waiting till they got a chance to get 
even. What a comfort this message must 
have been! Aren’t you glad for Ebed- 
melech? Of course, God kept His prom- 
ise. “The word of our God shall stand 
for ever” (Isa. 40:8, Memory Verse for 
last lesson). 

I think of another foreigner whom we 
had a story about recently, who trusted 
in the God of Israel, and found help and 
safety and a reward, (Ruth.) 

Nowadays, too, those who love the 
Lord love other people who love Him, 
whether they are Jews, or Negroes, or 
Japanese, and want to help them. “Be 
ye kind one to another” (Eph, 4:32, 
Memory Verse for Lesson 3). “Let us 
do good unto all men” (Gal. 6: 10, Memory 
Verse). There may be class lines vis- 
ible even within the Sunday school class. 
Almost surely the school knows some 
division. Can each pupil in the Sunday 
school class be led to adopt someone in 
the differing social class for a friend? 
(When school is not in session, this may 
not be advisable, as the differing groups 
may not naturally be in _ contact.) 
Posters may be personal;, each pupil 
may like to draw a picture of himself 
and one of his intended new friend. The 
Memory Verse should be copied. 

If the Sunday school is engaged in 
some relief project for needy Christians, 
the application and posters may be con- 
cerned with this method of helping, In 
which case, the posters may be either 
personal reminders or to encourage pub- 
lic contribution, If posters, as suggested 
last week, were placed in public places, 
have a committee responsible to see that 
they are removed after a proper interval 
(probably a week). 

Lead each pupil to pray for the friend 
or group he is adopting. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jeremiah’s Friend (Jer. 38:7-13) 
HE man we study today is Ebed- 
melech, the Ethiopian. Have a fig- 
ure to represent him, and use Jeremiah 
again, for this is another story which 
centers around Jeremiah the prophet. 
We think of him as the weeping prophet 
because of his Lamentations and his 
weeping for Jerusalem, but he was not 
a weakling, for he went through some 
hard persecutions and was in prison over 
and over again. 
I think you'll need a rope and some 
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rags today to show the children how 
Ebed-melech raised Jeremiah out of the 
pit in which he had been thrown. You 
know prisons then were not like the 
huge stone penitentiaries we see today. 
They were often dark holes under some 
building, no, not basements, just holes. 
And this one into which they had thrown 
Jeremiah was soft mud, so he sank down 
in it. 

Those same princes we heard about 
last Sunday, who would not hear God’s 
warning, were the ones who had put 
him there. When Ebed-melech heard 
about it, he went to the king and got 
permission to take Jeremiah out and 
put him in the court of the prison. 

But Jeremiah was in the mud down 
in a hole, and how was he to get him 
out? He had a plan. He got some old 
rags and threw them down to Jeremiah 
and then a rope, and told him to fasten 
the rope under his arms, but to put the 
rags under them so the ropes would not 
hurt him. So Jeremiah did this, and 
they pulled him up. It must have been 
a big job, for Ebed-melech took thirty 
men with him to do it! We don’t know 
how deep the dungeon was, nor how 
heavy a man Jeremiah may have been. 
But the important thing was that they 
did it. 

And what was Ebed-melech’s reward? 
God took care of him when Jerusalem 
was destroyed, and he was not harmed. 
God told him He would not be killed, 
and God kept him. 

These two lessons about Jeremiah are 
good for us now. You children know 
there has just been a great war. Some 
of your daddies were in Germany and 
France and Japan and the Philippines, 
and there is so much trouble in the 
world that it looks as if there might be 
another war, and we all look ahead with 
fear of it. But God can take care of us. 

During the last war, God took care 
of thousands of His own people in mirac- 
ulous ways, and He will do it again. 
The only safe place is under His wings. 
And the only people who have any right 
under His wings are His children. 

Now the question is, Are you God’s 
child? You can know if you are. Do 
you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that He is God’s only begotten Son who 
died on the cross for your sin, and who 
rose from the dead on the third day? 
Do you accept Him for your own Sav- 
iour? Then you are God’s child, for 
John 1:12 says, “But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.” 

Our times may be as troubled as the 
times of Jeremiah, but our God is the 
same God that cared for Jeremiah and 
Baruch and Ebed-melech. God loves 
the children of the world. He would 
like to have every one of them believe 
on His Son. Jesus Himself said, when 
He was on earth, “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 
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nut: for of such is the kingdom of God.” 
Notice He said, “little” children, and 
that means Primary childrer, and that 
means YOU. 

Ebed-melech was a wonderful friend 
to Jeremiah, but there is a greater 
Friend wh¢ will be your Friend if you 
will let Him, Jesus Christ, the best 
Friend. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Only Nine Out of a Thousand.—As 
we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men (Gal. 6:10, Golden 
Text). In the Bible Society Record, Feb- 
ruary, 1948, is reprinted part of a letter 
from a dean in Mecklenburg. It con- 
tains the following: “As a dean of 
Giistrow I thank you heartily for the 
New Testaments which you sent to us 
from America. We are living here in 
the Russian Zone of occupation. Food 
is scarce, as you know. But nothing is 
so much wanted as Bibles and New Tes- 
taments. There are not only millions of 
refugees in our zone owning no Bibles, 
but the original inhabitants have very 
often lost their Bibles, too, especially 
during the actions which were fought 
here in the last stages of the war.... 
You can imagine what a great joy it was 
to us to distribute your New Testaments, 
But out of one thousand members of 
our congregations, only six could receive 
a New Testament, and three a Bible. The 
others are still waiting. Now the Bibles 
go from hand to hand. In some com- 
munities turns have been arranged, 
everybody keeping the Bible just for one 
day of the week, passing it then on to 
his neighbor.”—Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


No Need to Mention the Name.—Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian . . . spake to the 
king. . . . Then the king commanded 

. so Ebed-melech took the men with 
him, . . . so they drew up Jeremiah 
(Jer. 38:7, 8, 10, 11, 13). One day, cross- 
ing a New York City street, a woman 
became confused, and stepped directly 
in front of an approaching streetcar. 
People on both curbs were sick with 
horror at her sure fate, when a power- 
ful man rushed forward and not only 
rescued her from the streetcar, but car- 
ried her to safety on the sidewalk. It 
was a miracle of bravery and quick 
thinking. A policeman said to the hero, 
“Tll have to report this incident, sir, 
and I ought to mention your name for 
valor.” “There will be no necessity for 
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mentioning my name.” “But I must put 
down something, sir,” the policeman in- 
sisted. “Then,” smiled the hero, “just 
putdown that a black man did it,” and with 
that he disappeared in the crowd. A rip- 
ple of admiration went softly through 
the crowd. “A black man did it.” What 
modesty! What quiet dignity! What 
an honor to the whole race of black 
men! And the man was Robert R. Mor- 
ton, president of Tuskegee Institute— 
From the Bible Teacher, Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Unexpected Supply.—And he is like 
to die for hunger in the place where he 
is: for there is no more bread in the city 
(Jer. 38:9). From French Indo-China 
where war and want and suffering have 
subjected God’s people to severe testings 
comes the story of miracle money which 
God provided from a most unexpected 
source. The Rev. and Mrs. Paul Carlson, 
stationed in Saigon, F.LC., were giving 
the mission house a thorough cleaning, 
and had placed their books outside to 
air in the sunshine. “After dinner,” they 
write, “the houseboy casually handed us 
a piece of green paper which he had 
found in one volume of a set of Matthew 
Henry’s Commentary which had been 
purchased secondhand just before we 
left Los Angeles. It proved fo be a 
United States greenback for $50. Praise 
God for the boy’s honesty, and for this 
unexpected supply for the needs which 
face us on every hand. A few days 
later Mr. Olsen arrived here and told 
us of the appalling and heart-breaking 
need of the Christians in his field. This 
$50 made it possible for us to tide them 
over. ‘It would have warmed your 
hearts to read the letters of thanks that 
poured in from that stricken area.’”— 
From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by How- 
ard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Small Kindnesses Saved Her Reason. 
—And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said 
unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast 
clouts and rotten rags under thine arm- 
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah 
did so (Jer. 38:12). A widow who lives 
not far from me said to me. recently: 
“I have to go to work every day, and it 
is late when I get home at night. Some- 
times I’m so weary I wish I could just 
lie down and die. My next-door neigh- 
bor is a Christian lady of very quiet 
and retiring disposition. She isn’t well, 
so can’t do very much outside of her 
own home, but the small kindnesses she 
showed me this past very cold winter 
helped to save my reason. She went 
in and fixed my fire several times to 
have it nice and warm when I got home, 
and each time left something tempting 
for my supper. She took my dog in, 
when I was forced to remain overnight 
in the city. She’s the kind that feeds 
the birds and such things — small things? 
Yes, but how needful.”—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 
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Not Better, but Better Off—I will 
bring my words upon this city for evil. 
... But I will deliver thee in that day, 
saith the Lord: . . . because thou hast 
put thy trust in me (Jer. 39:16-18). A 
soldier was scoffing at a Christian lad, 
saying, “You think you are go much bet- 
ter than we are, don’t you?” “Not bet- 
ter,” was the reply, “but we are better 
off !”" We have a hope beyond the grave, 
and godliness is also profitable here as 
well as in the hereafter. Every Chris- 
tian can say “Amen” to that.—From G. T., 
in Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace: Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


An Exchange That Meant Life.—I will 
surely deliver thee, . . . because thou 
hast put thy trust in me (Jer. 39:18). 
A cultured youth of Mexican extraction, 
Leo, never took his Catholicism seri- 
ously. In Milwaukee he met and mar- 
ried a Christian girl, who prayed the 
more when friends told her not to take 
vows with an unbeliever. Three days 
before their son was born, Leo was in- 
ducted into the U. S. Army, and chose 
to serve with the paratroopers., One 
day Leo placed a 1,400-mile telephone 
call to his wife’s aunt, a splendid Chris- 





For some time a larger number 
of illustrations on the Golden Text 
have been received each week than 
have been sent in for the verses in 
the printed lesson text. Since only 
one or, at the most, two illustra- 
tions are accepted each week on 
the Golden Text verse, this means 
that many good illustrations must 
be rejected; and, at the same time, 
the illustrations from which choice 
is made for the printed text verses 
are very much reduced. It is sug- 
gested, therefore, that contributors 
restrict their illustrations on the 
Golden Text to not more than one 
for each lesson. 











tian. “Pray for me,” he said. “This is 
Leo.” That night he was scheduled to 
make his first night trip and then to 
jump out into the clouds. He was afraid, 
but did not want to worry his wife. He 
wanted prayer and the assurance that 
God would be with him. The aunt talked 
with him about the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ. She would pray that night, but 
he must put his trust in the Saviour. 
In a Milwaukee home an elderly woman 
slipped to her bedside in prayer. Four- 
teen hundred miles away a huge bomber 
taxied across the field and flew off into 
the night. It was pitch dark; a heavy 
cloud kept hanging under the giant mon- 
ster as it went up. There was not a 
gleam of light in the bomber or outside. 
A red light flashed at midnight. It was 
the signal for paratroopers to jump in 
the order assigned. Leo was No. 2, Sud-' 
denly the No. 1 man turned to him,} 
shaking. He did not have the courage| 
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to leap first, and begged an exchange. 
Leo, calm, and unafraid, consented. 
Through the doorway he went. Then, as 
his parachute opened, there was a deaf- 
ening explosion. Streaks of fire shot 
through the sky like comets gone wild. 
Seconds later the plane crashed into the 
black earth. Every member of the crew 
perished. The lone paratrooper escaped. 
Back in his home town he told the story, 
and his pastor said, “Here is a double 
miracle — God’s saving and God’s keep- 
ing power !”—From the Christian Digest. 
Sent by Amy C. Clippinger, Chambers- 
burg, Pa. 


Cheer Up in Reverse.—But thy life 
shall be for a prey unto thee: because 
thou hast put thy trust in me, saith the 
Lord (Jer. 39:18).- A human being with 
a heart that is melodious and thankful 
and humble is invulnerable. You cannot 
do anything to him. The sources of his 
joy are very real. While in Florida last 
spring I went to see an old Negro woman 
101 years old. She was bedridden. All 
her folks, she said, had already died — 
her husband about fifty years before, and 
the children one by one. She said they 
would get along to about fifty or sixty 
and then they seemed to drop off. There 
she was, bereft of husband and children, 
and absolutely helpless. Someone asked 
me to go to see her and cheer her up. 
Bless my soul! I had not been there 
ten minutes until I had her praying for 
me and cheering me. She said, “I am 
going to talk to my Pappy in Heaven 
about you.” It was so sweet—so good. 
—From an address by Dr. C. I. Scofield. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 651) 
1. Servant of the ruler (or king). 


2. Ebed-melech was a foreigner, and a 
eunuch. 


3. Baruch was a Jew, unmutilated, and of 
a princely house. (See lesson for August 1.) 

4. The one led to Christ by Philip (Acts 
8:26-39). 

5. They both appear as thoroughly honor- 
able men, and true seekers after God. 

6. Roman centurions (see Matt. 8:5-13; 27: 
54; Acts 10:1-48; 27:1, 3, 43). 

7. Loyalty, courage, thoughtfulness. 


8. Its contrast with the weakness of the 
king, and the fact that he had to defy the 
very man whom the king dared not oppose 
(Jer. 38:5). 


9. Some intended kindnesses chafe and 
tear. The “armpits” of those who need 
lifting are tender. Let us see that we “pad” 
our help with tenderness. 


10. His life was his reward (chap. 39:16- 
18. See 45:5). we 


The Lord's Controversy 
(Continued from second page) 


to commit, or trust, themselves to a 
“Thus saith the Lord.” God must needs 
remind us of former days, when His 
mighty works were in evidence. Does 
not the Lord enter into controversy with 
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us? Do not conditions among Christians 


suggest that God Himself is saying: . 


“Hear ye, O Christians, for the Lord 
hath a controversy with His people, and 
He will plead with thee. O my people, 
what have I done unto thee? For I 
brought thee out of great wickedness 
by mighty revival in 1801; and again 
by visitations of My Spirit during the 
years 1855 and 1865, as my servants re- 
turned unto Me in prayer and humble 
supplication, and proclaimed the Gospel 
of My grace.” If God were to speak 
audibly, would He not remind us of the 
mighty spiritual awakenings which came 
to believers in different countries; would 
He not say, “O my people, remember”? 
Surely we have much to remember ! The 
great revivals of the past are indicative 
of what our God is still able to bring 
to pass, according to His own sovereign 
will and purpose; and that, through a 
people surrendered to Him, there can 
come as great a turning unto God as was 
experienced in the past. 

Let us not only consider Christian 
responsibility en masse, but also person- 
ally. Let us think of God striving, 
pleading with us, and urging the ques- 
tions: Why have you not grown in 
grace? Why have you not sought Me 
in My Word, and in prayer? Why have 
you not won one soul by the power of 
My Spirit? Why have you not main- 
tained a faithful witness for Me in the 
place of your daily occupation? Why 
are you so cold, so unmoved, so uncon- 
cerned? 


THE Morar Cope WITHOUT THE MORALITY 


The high Standards of God’s Word 
are not merely for religious utterance 
in prayer meetings; or to be limited to 
the practice of a consecrated few; but 
they are for all Christians, for all occa- 
sions, for all times, for all places. Many 
do not seem to realize that if a man is 
not honest at all times, he is not an hon- 
est man; and that if a man is not mgral 
at all times, he is not moral acccrding 
to God’s standards. Christians are under 
obligation to live these high principles 
at all times, even under the conditions 
referred to by the Rev. William Monod: 
“In the speculations and relations of 
commerce, in daily labor, in the exer- 
cise of a profession, in the competition 
of interest, of honors, of studies, where 
there is little scruple about lying and 
deceiving within certain limits, about 
injuring one’s neighbor, or sacrificing the 
religion and the service of God.” As to 
the application of the holy requirements 
of God, William Monod continues: “Obe- 
dience to this law required the banish- 
ment from one’s house and daily con- 
duct of everything that is contrary to 
charity and justice —and this could not 
be endured; it required that children 
should be brought up under the influ- 
ence of charity, by giving them an ex- 
ample conformed to that of Jesus Christ 
—and this could not be endured; it re- 
quired that all business should be regu- 
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lated according to the principles of recti- 
tude and truth—and this could not be 
endured ... in a word, it required a 
life of love toward God and toward man 
—and this could not be endured. As 
human forms of worship are preferred 
to the worship established by Christ, as 
human theology is preferred to the the- 
ology of Christ, so the morality of sin- 
ners is preferred to the morality of 
Christ.” 
Gop PLACES THE BLAME 


In God’s controversy with His people 
concerning their backslidden state and 
their forfeiture of spiritual blessings, 
He placed the burden of blame where 
it belonged, in this convicting pro- 
nouncement, “Hast thou not procured 
this unto thyself, in that thou hast for- 
saken the Lord thy God, when he led 
thee by the way?” (Jer. 2:17.) In spite 
of the fact that they had forsaken the 
Lord and resorted to substitutes, they 
had no consciousness of. sin, and this 
constituted the main ground of God’s 
controversy with His people. “Behold, 
I will plead with thee, because thou 
sayest, I have not sinned” (v. 35). Even 
so today, many Christians do not seem 
to be conscious of sin, or shortcomings, 
or that the Church of Christ needs re- 
vival; and this for the simple reason 
that they do not walk in the light of 
God’s revelation, or measure themselves 
by the standard of God’s revealed will 
as given in the written Word. 


No Se.r-Errort Can Put Us Ricur 

God made it clear long ago that no 
make-believe reformation can make a 
backslidden heart right with God; no 
whitewashing can take the place of inner 
cleansing; no subterfuge can be accepted 
for heart-correction. Did He not say, 
“Tor though thou wash thee with nitre, 
and take thee much soap, yet thine in- 
iquity is marked before me, saith the 
Lord God” (Jer. 2:22). 


THE ONE SOLUTION — RETURN UNTO Gop 

Thank God, He has always left the 
docr open for His people to return. His 
warm, gracious invitation breathes hope, 
“Return unto me; for I have redeemed 
thee” (isa. 44:22). “Return, ye back- 
sliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings” (Jer, 3:22). Let us return 
to the forsaken “fountain of living 
waters” (Jer. 2:13), even unto Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who said, “If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink” 
(John 7:37). 

(To bé continued) 


we 
“His Eternal Power and 


/ 
Godhead”’ 

(Continued from page 648) 
glory, and the express image of his per- 
son, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by him- 
self purged our sins, sat down on-the 
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Sunrise Mountain Bible 
Conference Opens Ninth Year! 


To correct an unfounded rumor that it would 
not open this year, Sunrise Mountain Bible 
Conference announces its 9th season—July 3rd 
through September 6th. 
SPEND AN INSPIRING VACATION! 

“Come apart and rest awhile’ on beautiful 
Lake George in the famous Adirondack Park 
section. Bible study under nationally known 
leaders, outdoor sports, bathing, boating, ten- 
nis hikes, etc. ; 
The conference is one where all the family is 
welcomed. Non-denominational. Fine Chris- 
tian fellowship. Guests return year after year. 
LOW RATES: American plan (including meals) 

In dormitories - - - $25 per week 
Rooms - - $27 — $35 per week 
(Special rate for large groups) 
Write for fully descriptive folder or send your 
reservations to 
SUNRISE MOUNTAIN BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Bowen 

Silver Bay, N. Y. Telephone: Hague 2690 
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right hand of the Majesty on high.” 
“The Majesty on high’—what in- 

effable glory must veil in transcendent 

splendor of flaming light this perfect 


Trinity, who not only sustains millions * 


of mighty suns, themselves the product 
of His creative mind and hand, in their 
flaming courses along their appointed 
and uncharted highways, as they wheel 
at inconceivable speed through the 
breathless voids of interstellar space; but 
has, in His infinite mercy and tender 
love, “purged our sins” by Himself! All 
honor and glory and praise to His match- 
less name which is above every name 
that is named in the heavenlies! What 
creature of the dust shall take His name 
lightly upon profane lips? “To the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever” (Jude 25). 


(To be continued) 
we 


Dwellers in Sunshine and Sand 
(Continued from page 649) 


he is able to assemble enough teachers 
to meet the demand. 


It is not difficult to see here an oppor- 
tunity: where stable and evangelical 
missionaries could be of tremendous help 
to the country and lay Christian founda- 
tions for its future progress. 

Medical work offers another sphere of 
service. There are at present, to serve 
an estimated population of 750,000, six 
hospitals, two women’s and children’s 
clinics, and eight European medical of- 
ficers. Appreciation of the people for 
medical help is illustrated by the Ruth 
Fisher Clinic, which was started in Feb- 
ruary, 1944, in Hargeisa, the capital. 
Before that time the attendance of 
women and children at hospitals was 
virtually nil. By the end of 1944, there 
had been nearly 30,000 attendances at 
the clinic. A new building, modern in 
every way, designed by Mrs, Fisher, the 
wife of the military governor, was then 
erected to meet the demand, and was 
opened on January 17, 1946, by Lady 
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Anderson, wife of Lieut.-General Sir 
Kenneth Anderson, K.C.B., M.C. The at- 
tendances now average more than two 
hundred = day. 

The Somali lives on the border of des- 
titution. The main source of livelihood 
is herding, and with the pax Britannica 
having reduced intertribal warfare and 
raiding to a minimum, the flocks of do- 
mestic animals have increased almost 
beyond the limits of available pasturage. 

While the Somalis are solidly and 
fanatically Moslem, they differ very 
much from usual Moslems in practice. 
This is most noticeable with the women, 
who go unveiled, and are not kept in 
“purdah” (locked up). 


At present there is not a single Prot- 
estant missionary in British Somaliland. 
Prayer can open the door to this land 
of opportunity, and prayer can thrust 
forth those who are able and willing to 
enter that door, 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 8 


God Speaks Through People 
(Exod. 35:1; Acts 17:22-30) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS second topic in the series, “God 
Speaks Today,” directs our attention 
to the way in which God speaks through 
people. The evidence of the Scriptures 
is overwhelming that God has and does 
use men to speak for him. A small 
concordance, not at all exhaustive, shows 
sixty-eight different verses in the Old 
Testament which carry the words, “Thus 
saith the Lord.” There are many other 
instances recorded in which the prophets 
and leaders of God’s people have pref- 
aced their messages with the statement 
that they were speaking the words that 
God had given them. Furthermore, in 
Hebrews 1:1 and 2 Peter 1:21 we have 
the unequivocal statement that holy men 
of old spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit. 
4 
God spoke to men through Christ. 
While the Lord Jesus was more than a 
mere man, nevertheless, during His 
earthly life He did take upon Him our 
nature, and ‘ve have the testimony of 
Hebrews 1:1 that God spoke to men 
through Him. . Coupled with this are 
His own words that He spoke not of 
Himself, but the very words that the 
Father gave Him (John 14:10; 12:50; 
8:26). 


b 4 
* God spoke to men through the Apos- 
tles. He used Peter and the other apos- 
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tles on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 
4, 14-36; 10:34-43). 

He used Stephen so powerfully to 
speak His message to the stubborn and 
hard-hearted priests and Pharisees that 
they stoned him to death (Acts 7:2-53). 

He used Paul repeatedly to testify 
that Jesus Christ was the one foretold 
by the prophets down through the ages, 
and who died on the cross for the sins 
of men and rose again from the dead 
(Acts 20:18-35; 22:1-21; 26: 2-23). 

In the Epistles, we find Paul and the 
other apostles constantly affirming that 
they were speaking what God told them 
to say (1 Cor. 2:1-13). 

; $e 

God speaks through men today (2 Cor. 
5:20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8). He uses 
preachers and pastors who faithfully 
preach the Word, sounding out God’s 
message of salvation through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and admonish- 
ing and encouraging their flocks to a 
consistent, separated Christian walk. 

He uses Bible teachers who go about 
from place to place, or use the radio, 
gxplaining God’s Word, and thus help- 
tng others to come into a better knowl- 
edge of it, and a deeper knowledge and 
love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He uses faithful Sunday school teach- 
ers who, Sunday after Sunday, teach and 
explain the Scriptures to their classes. 

He uses missionaries who, leaving 
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loved ones and comforts of home and 
safety, go to the uttermost parts of the 
earth to carry the Good News to those 
who have never heard. 

He uses Bible translators who, under 
most difficult conditions and personal 
suffering, and sometimes at the cost of 
life itself, work among people who often 
do not even have a written language, 
learning these difficult tongues, creating 
grammars, translating the Scriptures 
into such tongues, and then teaching the 
people to read, all with the great pur- 
pose of making known the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

ye 


But, most wonderful of all, God even 
speaks through you and me, if we have 
accepted His Son as our Saviour— 
those of us who are just ordinary folks, 
who have no particular gifts as speakers 
or teachers or translators, and often can- 
not go beyond the ordinary confines of 
our daily lives. He uses even such ones 
to witness to the young man or young 
woman who works beside us at the 
office, who sits beside us in school, or 
who stands at the next bench in the 
shop where we work. He speaks to 
such individuals through our lives, if 
we will let Him make them true and 
consistent. But He also uses our lips, 
as the occasion offers, to tell what the 
Lord Jesus Christ means to us, and what 
He will also do for them, if they will 
only accept Him as their Saviour, and 
let Him come into their lives. Yes, God 
speaks through people today. Is He 
speaking through you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


bd 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 2 to 8 
Mon.—Jeremiah 38:7-13. 
Jeremiah’s Faithful Friend. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was 
in the king’s house, heard that they had 
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put Jeremiah in the dungeon.” Hearing 
of trouble is a call to do what we can 
to help. Every man, but especially more 
so a Christian, is obligated to do all the 
good possible within the sphere of the 
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Nationwide Gospel Broadeast 
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Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Cigsene, 
ping People’s and Missionary 
acation Bible Sc’ Schools. jd 
Sea and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 











Hebrew Christian Bible Conference 


to be held 


August 2 to 8 inclusive 


at Erieside Conference Grounds on 
Lake Erie near Cleveland ‘ 


“Palestine—The People—Their King” 


Speakers: Dr. Nathan J. Stone, Moody Bible In- 
stitute; Rev. Samuel R. Parrett, Byesville, Ohio; 
Rev. Harold S. Hufford, Allentown, Pa., and 
other Jewish missionaries. Supervised recreation, 
swimming, tennis, campfire, etc. Moderate rates. 


Rev. Howard A. Kramer, Director 


HEBREW CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 
3020 Mayfield Rd. Cleveland 18, Ohio 























14 evangelists. in the field now 


Fuller Evangelistic Foundation 











AN EVANGELIST FOR YOUR CHURCH 
CAN BE SUPPLIED BY 


FULLER EVANGELISTIC FOUNDATION 


CHARLES E. FULLER, President 


3014 conversions reported 
Demands increasing for Fuller Foundation evangelists. Write 


Evangelistic Department 


180 campaigns conducted in 1947 


Box 989, Pasadena 20, California 























660 (16) 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Take orders for America’s finest Christmas assort- 

ments. Also unexcelled religious Scripture-Text 

Cards, Birthday, Every Day, Etching and Gift Wrap- 
ing assortments. Personals. Samples on approval. 
rite at once. 


Rebinson Cards Dept. 219 Clinton, Mass. 





Send for your 
FREE COPY 
of 


SOAP, SOUP AND 
SALVATION 


Pat B. Withrow Send your name and address today for 
a copy of a profusely illustrated book 
telling the thrilling story of one of the world’s largest 
rescue missions. 
Included in the book is the poem “Soap, Soup and 
lvation” . . . one you will greatly enjoy reading... 
and the theme of a great soul-saving station. 
Write to 
PAT B. WITHROW, Superintendent 
Union Mission 
CHARLESTON 21 - . 





WEST VIRGINIA 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs, 











Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 


Attractive gray paper book, 75 cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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practical. Ebed-melech offered a peti- 
tion to the king, and got permission to 
relieve the distress of the prophet, who 
was himself praying “out of the low 
dungeon.” Help somebody in need to- 
day. You may not be able to do what 
you would, but do what you can. Pray 
for America’s Keswick Conferences, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. 
Tues.—Luke 21:5-15. Persecution Predicted. 
Prayer Succestions: “They shall lay 
hands on you, and persecute you.” Our 
Lord forewarns us, as He did the dis- 
ciples, of tribulations on the way to the 
Celestial City. But, because so many 
pay little heed to these predictions of 
persecution, they think strange fhings 
have happened to them. They are “of- 
fended” when tribulation and persecu- 
tion arise. To be forewarned is to be 
arméd beforehand mentally, and spir- 
itually, for the woes of life. Pray for 
the Canadian Keswick, Ferndale (Musk- 
oka, Ont.) , Can, 
Wed.—Acts 7:51-60. First Christian Martyr. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They stoned 
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he 
kneeled. down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep.” The last moments of the 
first Christian:martyr are best told in 
Bible words. Thus we have his attitude 
toward his Lord, and toward his mur- 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson gqrticles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 








New revised edition. 


$1.75. 







Order from 
your dealer. 








Outline Studies in 
Christian Doctrine 
By George P. Pardington 
A manual covering sub- 
jects such as Bibliology, 


Theology, Angelology, etc. 
$1.75. 


Books for Reference and Stud 


All About the Sunday School 
By David J. Fant and Addie Marie French 


Textbook for all engaged in Sunday-school 
work. Includes courses of study, methods of teaching, departmental 
grading, and literature. Relative values of graded and uniform les- 
sons discussed. Should have a place in every Sunday-school library. 


2" sil 
ad sake: 
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The Wonders of Prophecy 
By John Urquhart 


Portrays the remarkable way in which Bible 
predictions concerning the great nations of an- 
tiquity, the advent of Christ, and history of Jew- 
ish people have been fulfilled. $1.50. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


nl 











derers. These dying words of martyr 
Stephen never were forgotten by Saul. 
They have been the last prayer of many 
a saint of God. Pray for the Summer 
School of the Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10. 


Thurs.—Acts 9:1-9. Christ Persecuted. 


Prayer Succestions: “Saul, Saul, why . 


persecutest thou me?” Christ now, as 
in the days of Saul, may be persecuted 
indirectly. What we do against the peo- 
ple and cause of Christ we do against 
Him. In fact, the only way people can 
show their real heart-attitude toward 
Christ is by .showing their feelings 
toward His followers. Multitudes think 
they are simply disliking the words and 
deeds of Christians, when in reality they 
are rejecting the words and ways of life 
marked out in the Gospel. It is a seri- 
ous thing to be resenting what Christ 
is presenting through His followers. 
Pray for Cook Christian Training School, 
Phoenix, Ariz, 
Fri.—2 Corinthians 4:1-10. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Persecuted, but 
not forsaken.” Let all who suffer for 
conscience and righteousness sake re- 
joice in the fact that God will not for- 
sake His people for His great name’s 
sake. His promise is, “I will be with 
him in trouble” (Psa, 91:15). Let trem- 
bling saints good courage take, for the 
troubles they greatly dread are filled 
with blessings like heavy clouds with 
rain. Cheer up; for this is the way 
Home. This is the path that all the 
saints have trod while journeying on 
to God. Pray for Seattle Pacific College, 
3307 Third Ave., W., Seattle 99, 


Sat.—Romans 8:31-39. 
“More Than 


“Not Forsaken.” 


Conquerors.” 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” The seven 


major trials of life listed in this pas- 
sage are more than tounterbalanced by 
the love of Christ and His enabling grace 
and power. What a comfort it is to know 
that Christ went before us over the road 
of life and endured all forms of trial, 
carried off the victory, and is now our 
strength and song! Pray for Piedmont 
Bible Schools, 429 S, Broad St., Winsto 
Salem, N. C. 
Sun.—Matthew 25:31-40. 
A Practical Religion. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” Christianity is 
fully practical. It does not say, “Be 
fed,” ‘without giving food, or, “Be 
clothed,” without helping to clothe 
people. As we work toward the an- 
swer to our prayers, so we must do 
good deeds as well as think about 
them. After our Lord’s example, 
which was followed by the apostles, 
and also by the faithful down the 
centuries, let us go about doing good. 
Pray for William Jennings Bryan 
University, Dayton, Tenn. 
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